Artstic Expression For Community Heaiing

i Related the thematic focus of--artistic exPression for communit9 healing, Please

resl:)oncl to the Fo”owing qucstions to rePresent your biographical backgrouncl:

S “l. What is your concept of an art "community” for builcling creative alliances with
“individuals across different identities?
S “2.. When did you begin your artistry as as a “Ihce~ca”ing" adventure?
S 5 What and/or who motivated and/or inspirecl you to begin your artisticjoumeg for
creative cxPression?
SH- ”‘1'. What are your thoughts about art as a creating form of inner~hea|ing and human well-

being?

e | M Until recentlg, | have not often thouglnt about this question. still, upon sustained
“reﬂection, I'm inclined to say that one of the most transformative ways to concePtualize
“an art “community” is to see it as an evolving constituency comprisecl of oPPressecl
“Persons intentional about (i) unclerstancling inequi’cable expericnces and relations of
“Power; () builc]ing relationships with others similarlg Positionccl/ located; (i) to create
::anc] share artistic forms of exPression to critique irjustice, heal minds and spirits, and

nurturejust and loving communities.

- | 2) | think 1 began (slowlg) to think of writing as a Possiblc ‘]hce~ca”ing adventure’ cluring
the 1960s Black Stuclent, Black FPower, and Black Arts Movements.

G )} think it was my brief association with Henry Dumas that motivated me most to

continue writing.

e (3 When | feel most emPowerecl to write—whether Poetrg) short essays, or short stories

“—~l tgpica”g feel like The SPIRIT is orclcring my steps and guiding my words.
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